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AIVIERICAN ART NEnAS 



LONDON LETTER. 



London, Dec. i6, 1908. 

The Amherst sale continued at 
Christie's last week again showed the 
astuteness of that noble collector. Many 
years ago Lord Amherst picked up 
for £220 at a country sale in NorfoIi< 
a Louis Quinze suite of two settees 
and twelve fauteuils, backed with 
Gobelins illustrations to Aesop. Yes- 
terday after a prolonged battle be- 
tween Messrs. Agnew, Seligmann and 
Asher Wertheimer, the last named 
secured these treasures at a cost of 
7,ooogns.. Mr. Asher Wertheimer also 
bought the companion suite of half 
the number for i,i50gns. For the re- 
maining 91 lots the large total of £26,- 
oco was obtained, this sum excluding 
the noble set of eight Lebrun tapes- 
tries from the famous series repre- 
senting "L'Histoire du Roi/' which! 
were bought in at I2,ooogns. A bril- ! 
liant translucent Limoges plaque of 
''The Death of the Virgin," by Nardon 
Penicaud made ,i,70Ogns., and a pair- 
of small upright plaques by the samej 
representing "The Procession to Cal- 
vary/' and ''The Descent from the 
Cross," were accjuired by Mr. George 
Salting for i,500gns. Other examples 
of Limoges enamels bringing high 
prices were a Penicaud upright plaque 
''The Last Supper," 550gns. ; a Court- 
ois ewer 10^ inches high 48ogns. and 
oval plaque by Jean de Court "The 
Cruciftxion," 3iogns. A rare Gubbio 
dish, known as the Giorgio example, 
dated 1522 and representing "The 
Death of the Virgin," made i,300gns. ; 
an Urbino tazza painted with "The 
Entombment," by Francesco Xantoin 
1536 made 440gns. ; and a Louis Seize 
marquetrie secretaire by David de 
Luneville 720gns. These high prices 
not only prove the winter to be an ex- 
cellent season for selhng but en- 
courages the belief that sale-room pro? ■ 
pects will materially improve next 
year. 

Mr. Alfred Gilbert R. A. has sent in 
his resignation to the Royal Academy 
and though his retirement does not, 
of course, preclude him from exhibiting 
at future Academy exhibitions, regret 
will he generally felt that the veteran 
sculptor can no longer take an active 
part in Burlington-House affairs. Mr. 
Gilbert's retirem.ent like that of the 
late G. F. Watts,, confirms the belief 
that the most distinguished Acad- 
emicians are ever the least tenacious or 
the "sweets of office," and the readiest 
to make way at a fitting age for the 
promotion and recognition of younger 
talent. Mr. Gerald F.. Kelly has been 
elected an Associate of the Royal 
Hibernian Academy. Mr. J. D. Fer- 
gusson has been elected Secietaire of 
the Salon D'Automne. 

It is now definitely announced that 
the winter exhibition at Burlington 
House -will consist of the late George 
McCulloch's collection of paintings and 
sculpture. 

A loan collection of pictures now on 
exhibition at the South London Art 
Gallery has for special features two 
renderings by Mr. Lavery of "The 
Bridge at Gres," painted respectively 
in 1884 and 1904. and two works by 
Mr. Wilson Steer, the early "Knuck- 
elbones," and later "Profile of a Girl." 
Other exhibitors of interest are 
Messrs. Joseph Crawhall, George Clau- 
sen, Mark Fisher, A. S. Flartrick and 
Chas. Sims. 

Mr. Hugh P. Lane has again set an 
example to London, among the latest 
additions to the Dublin Gallery of 
Modern Art being a series of 
sketches in pen and wash by that fas- 
cinating artist Constantine Guys. 

A numerous collection of original 
drawings in pencil and watercolor by 



the late Augustus J. C. Hare, illus- 
trating his "Walks in London," and 
other well-known guide-books, are now 
being shoiwn by Messrs. Myers & Co. 
(59 High Holborn). 

At Christie's this week "A Card 
Party" by De Flooghe sold for £285; 
a portrait of an Italian nobleman by 
Pordenone for £120; "Lovers," by 
George Morland for £252; and "Por- 
trait of a Lady and a Gentleman going 
for a Walk," attributed to the early 
English school, for £420. 

At Messrs. Arthur looth and Son's 
galleries (175 New Bond street,) a rep- 
resentative collection of water colors 
by J. C. Dolman A. R. A/V. S., has been 
added to the annual v/inter exhibition 
01 pictures on view. 

At Messrs. Connell's galleries (47 
Old Bond street) is an exhibition of 
clever pastels of "Scottish Gaidens," by 
Marmy C. W. Wilson, a talented Glas- 
gow artist. At the same galleries there 
are also on view, as usual, a number of 
fine etchings by D. Y. Cameron, An- 
drew Affleck, and other modern etch- 
eis. 



THE LINCOLN MEDAL 




WHISTLER MEMORIAL. 



Joseph Pennell, one of the honorary sec- 
retaries of the London Whistler Memorial 
Committee, says that the memorial, which 
is to be a statute of "Fame" holding a 
medallion of Whistler, is not quite finished 
yet. To M. Rodin it has been a labor of 
love, as he was very closely associated 
with Whistler and had the greatest ad- 
miration for him. He will take no com- 
pensation for the work, charging only for 
the material required. 

The work of the Memorial Committee 
has been kept very private up to the pres- 
ent, but more money is needed. Plenty of 
money for the London memorial has been 
subscribed, but the committee considered 
that it would be a graceful thing to present 
a replica of the memorial to the Paris 
committee, thinking this would be agree- 
able to the French nation, among which 
there are so many admirers of the great 
American painter. 

For this an additional sum of £1,000 is 
needed, and subscription will be received 
by Lord Plymouth, No. 54 Mount street; 
Mr. William Heinemann, publisher, No. 21 
Bedford street, Strand, or Mr. Joseph Pen- 
nell, No. 3 Adelphi terrace, Strand, London. 



PARIS LETTER. 



ART BOOK REVIEW. 



'^\RTS AND CRAFTS IN THE 
MIDDLE AGES," by Julia de AVolf 
Addison; L. C. Page Co., Boston, $3 
net. 

This is a description of mediaeval 
workmanship in several of the depart- 
ments of applied art, together with 
brief sketches of special artisans in the 
early Renaissance. The book proves 
the necessity of the study of ancient 
art to the attainment of any perfec- 
tion in modern times. Those who study 
well its pages will view art work with 
more intelligent interest and vastly in- 
creased pleasure. 

There are chapters on gold and sil- 
ver, jewelry and precious stones, 
enamel, metals, tapestry, sculpture in 
stone in England and France, carving 
in wood and ivory, mosaic and illu- 
mination of books, and there are 368 
illustrations, many m color. 

A number of anecdotes arc related 
in connection with the history of vari- 
ous crafts, which DOth entertain and 
instruct. The true spirit which the 
Arts and Crafts is trying to inculcate 
was found in Florence and the author 
relates the attention of the great art- 
ists to the manipulation of objects of 
daily use. She say;, : ''Benvenuto Cel- 
lini was willing to make salt-cellars, 
Sansovino to work on inkstands, and 
Donatello on picture frames, while Pol- 
lojulo made candlesticks." And she 
concludes: "The more our artists real- 
ize the need of their attention in the 
minor arts, the more nearly shall we 
attain to a genuine alliance between 
the arts and crafts." 



The Lincoln Centennial Medal, a re- 
production of which accompanies this 
notice, and produced by Edouard J. 
Roine, of Paris, in connection with the 
commemoration of the centennial of the 
birth of Abraham Lincoln, is the fea- 
ture of a volume compiled by Mr. Rob- 
ert Hewitt, the well known collector of 
Medallic Lincolniana. This volume, 
recently published in this city, is a 
most interesting one, and contains a 
scholarly essay on the origin and sym- 
bolism of the medal by I'rof. George 
N. Olcott, of Columbia University, a 
paper by Richard Lloyd Jones, describ- 
ing its purpose and character and cer- 
tain characteristic utterances of Lin- 
coln. The medal itself is probably the 
most beautiful representation of Lin- 
coln's features that has yet been made. 

The designer of the medal, Edouard 
Roine, has long been recognized by the 
authorities on the subject as one of the 
great medalists of the world. Born in 
France in 1858, he secured fame as a 
sculptor before turning his attention to 
medallic art. His first reputation was 
won by a bas-relief design for the 
Paris Exposition of 1900. The French 
government gave him a gold medal for 
his bas-relief of the ''Aurora of the 20th 
Century," the original of which is in 
the Luxembourg. IT is more important 
productions of late were the statue of 
St. Louis, designed for the St. Louis 
Exposition, and the now famous mar- 
riage and christening medals. 



COMING ART LOAN EXHIBIT. 



An appropriation of $i5POO has been 
made to the Metropolitan Museum by 
the Hudson Fulton Celebration Com- 
mission for an art exhibition in con- 
nection with the 300th anniversary of 
the discovery of the Fludson and the 
lOOth anniversary of the successful 
steam navigation of the same river. 
The exhibition will last probably either 
three or six months. It will be com- 
posed of the works of Dutch, English 
and possibly the American colonial 
schools of painters, and will be free 
to the public. 

The museum will devote the entire 
new wing, which will be finished in 
time, to this exhibition, which will be 
the greatest loan exhibit this city has 
ever known. Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan 
is the chairman of the general commit- 
tee, under whose supervision this ex- 
hibit will be given, and Mr. Robert W. 
de Forest is the chairman of the sub- 
committee, having that section of the 
art features of the celebration directly 
in charge. 

Dr. H. C. Bumpus, director of the 
American Museum of Natural ITistory, 
has assured the Celebration Commis- 
sion that the museum will pre- 
pare a special exhibit illustrative of 
the life, character and industries of the 
aborigines at the time of the discov- 
ery of the Hudson River. 



Paris, Dec. 16, 1908. 

It was announced sometime ago that 
a well known collector, Mr, Drouet, 
had bequeathed the whole of his art 
collection to the Louvre. The Drouet 
rollection consisted chiefly of examples 
3f the English school. It included 
about one hundred paintings and the 
artistic circles, except a few persons 
who "knew better" and smiled, were 
unanimous in welcoming such a happy 
windfall for the national collections, the 
poverty of which is so lamentable, as 
1 sgards English painters. 

Now, it appears, the Louvre trustees 
lave informed Mr. Drouet's heirs that 
they are unable to accept the- legacy. 
No reason has been given, but it is stat- 
ed that a number of pictures in the col- 
lection on being closely inspected 
by experts, proved to be spurious. As 
to the others they are doubtful. 

The Hotel Drouot, after many 
months of utter slackness, is now itself 
again. The various auction rooms are 
crowded and the prices paid for pic- 
tures and objects of art are distinctly 
better, they have been indeed good, of 
late. A collection of an average value, 
sold for the account of an unknown 
amateur, realized very fair prices. 

A fine example by Charles Jacque 
'Tnteriour de Bergeric," was knocked 
down for $3,400 to Messrs. Tooth and 
Sons and another picture by the same 
artist $900 to Mr. Danton. 

A portrait of an old woman by Fili- 
cien Rops was secured by Mr. Camille 
Blanc for $3,040. Messrs. Arnold and 
Tripp paid $1,220 for a remarkable 
I Flarpignies and two small panels by 
Henner fetched $2,240. 

Alessrs. Boussod and Valadon se- 
cured two views of Venice by Ziem, for 
$2,000, and 1,720 respectively. 

Mr. Vibert paid also $1,720 for Roy- 
bet's "La Partic de Cartes." A smaller 
canvas by the same, "Gentilhomme au 
Bouquet," brought $720. 

The g'reat composition by Chaplin 
"Night," was secured by Mr. Petit for 
$1,200. 

The water colors also brought rather 
high prices : "Marsielles Harbor," by 
Ziem brought $800. A small example 
by L. Loir, $240. 

A pastel by Lhermitte was sold for 

I $1,100 to Mr. Lhubez. 

j An exhibition is now being held at 

I the Ecole des Beaux Arts, of the pic- 

I tures, sculptures and other works pur- 

! chased by the French Government at 

this year's Salon. The exhibits are 270 

in number, and represent almost every 

genre and every tendency. 

Messrs. Alfred Maurer, F. Frieseke, 
L. E. VValdeii and F. M. Armington are 
arranging each an exhibition of their 
works, to take place at the American 
Art Association, early next year. 

The whole atelier of the late painter 
Charles Landelle, including pictures, 
ancient tapestries and other objects of 
art has just been sold by auction at 

Petit's. 

BARBIZONS SELL WELL. 



The highest price obtained at a sale 
at the Hotel Drouot on Monday last was 
for a picture by Charles Daubigny, "La 
Cressonniere," which brought 27,200!. 

($5440)- 

Another Daubigny, "View of the 
Seine, Evening Effect, brought 3.45of. 
($6go). Two pictures by Karl Daubig- 
ny brought 8oof. ($160) each. "The 
Henroost, by Charles Jacque, valued at 
i=;,ooof. ($3,000), was bid up to 1 5,7001 
($3,140) by M. Saint, who also gave 
8,40of. ($1,680) for "A Woman's Por- 
trait," by Henner. 

"Troupeau de Moutons pres d'une 
Mare" bv Charles Jacaue. was bought for 
9,ooof. ($1,800) by M. Petit. 



